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tats of tho nasions

- The \/!etnam &ory

PvJoseph C. Harsch

Obvinusiy, we are approaching the | -wrote  to
nd of ine story of Amerivan in- - 1er1c naid.
olvementin Vietnam. interests of

We can't yet seé the shape of the
ast czanter. The withdrawal cf South
vletnam government forces from the
yrovinces of the Central Highlands
ioes not necessarily forecast the
sventual disintegration of the govern-
nentard culture which Americans so
ong and so expensively suoooned

Tre abandonment of thoss’ prov-
aces will make more military  units

of -.-nedcan

rd ct in Washington’
hﬁr way. What would
ba uke in SJutheast Asia

Tr étory of Yu‘fos‘WIa gives us
wes. The issue in both cases

';','« ne same. Could the United
nack a Communist regime

-
<

ivailablz for defending the coastal | 8

siain and the major cities, all of which Yo e old ordaer? It was done in

je in the coastal plain. The ARVN Yus Tito was backed first by

"Army of the Republic of Vietnam) is the B2 . Washingtoa reluctantly

3y now a well-trained and veteran foiiom: Erit iabl :ad. Yugoslavia
ized. Butitturmed inw a .

force. it is siill well armed and still |

ible to give a good account of itself in
vattle. It has not béen defeated. It has

teen regrouped and given a less’

amdijtious assignment.

The Central Highlands have all
donz been disputed territory even

~hen American troops were there. It
is mountainous, thinly populated, and
the terrain is ideal for guerrilla
sperations. The ARVN has never
controiled this territory. It has held
the cities, but never the countryside.
The effort to control the whole has
been a major drain on ARVN energy
and resources. It should be able to do
batter at less cost in defending the
coasialplain.

The withdrawal may amount to a
second partition of Vietnam. The Viet
Cong is now unchallenged in its
control of tha mountain spine. But the
cities and peoples of the coast are
loyal to the government in Saigon. It
will be very much harder for the Viet
Congz and their allies from the North
to overrun the coastal plain than it
has been for them to consolidate their
griper the mountalns.

So, we can't see the final outcome.
But we can lcok back and try to see
whatmistakes were made and when.

Back in 1945 when the Japanese
miiltary efiort was coliapsing, the
American OS3 (OFfice ¢f Sirategic
Services and precursor of the CILA)
put azeals into Indo-Chirna. They met
Eo Cuiriiahand provided himandhis
followears with mon2y and w2aapons.
:":c..mmended to Viashington
tiat th2 United States ws2 nim as the

Lo ad? e
102y

principal vehicle for the crganization
of a rnzw povernmen? in the wake of
the derariing Japganes2. Trat advice
was o lin the Soulazast Asia

section State Dapartoiant, butlit

was ualy overruied on the
greund ! the Freach wanted to
raturnte IndaChina,

PE=-PEN

izty and quickiy breie with
shal Titoc naver accepted |
discipline. Yugoslavia ]

pm-sues ifa own inr’mnbndent foreign -
poMey an i o o 2 nondent vari‘
etyofco ..nvl - POy,
Itcarnctbe provel s at tne story of
Yugostavia would have been paral-
" lele 1 in Indo-China h2d Washington
.backed Ho Chi Mirhi-in 1845 2= it

Cermew
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- backed Tito in that samz year. But.

there Ias always been an independent
spirit among the paoples who live
under tihe southernrim of Ceina. They
have traditionally been cdeferential to
- China, butneversubjected. _ _

Ho Chi Minh was as rmuch of a man,
and as much of a foik hero to his
peopl2, as Marshal Tito in Yugosla-.
via. Had Washington backed him, the
chances are reasonably good that he.
would have behaved like Tito and
playzd the great powers against each
other to keep himself and his country.
independent of any one of them.

If that had happened, Indo- China’
today would presumably be Commu-
nist, but independant of both Peking
and Moscow. There would be no civil
war and no blocdshed.

Which would have been the lesser

evil, what might have happensd or,

whathashappened?
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